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Editorial

Dear Colleagues,

Unfortunately, I must start the actual Newsletter with very sad news, for the International Geographical Union complains the decease of its president, Professor Adalberto Vallega.

Obituary

To our deep regret we have to announce that IGU President Adalberto Vallega passed away after long illness, but unexpectedly on 22 November 2006. The Funeral was held on Friday, 24 November in the Catholic church of Vezzi Portio (Liguria, Italy), the small town in inland Liguria, Italy, where Adalberto spent the final part of his life.
The IGU lost an ambitious president, an outstanding scientist and an very engaging colleague. All who knew him will mourn his untimely death.

Donations in Adalberto's memory may be made to the Promotion and Solidarity Fund of the International Geographical Union, in care of the IGU Secretariat in Arlington, Virginia. The fund provides travel grants and research awards to young geographers and geographers from developing countries.
Messages of condolence may be sent to Adlaberto's wife Bruna and the family in the care of the IGU Home of Geography in Rome at g,bellezza@homeofgeography.org or d.bissell@homeofgeography.org
As elections will only take place during the next International Geographical Congress in Tunis, IGU First Vice President José Luis Palacio-Prieto will - in accord with the International Geographical Union Statutes - assume, through the 2008 Tunis General Assembly, the leadership responsibilities formerly exercised by deceased IGU President Adalberto Vallega.
Professor José Luis Palacio-Prieto 
Director General of Graduate Studies 
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, UNAM 
Ciudad Universitaria 
Mexico DF 4510 Mexico 
Vox: +52 5 623 02 30 
Fax: +52 5 16 01 55 
E-Mail: palacio@servidor.unam.mx 

Another change at the top of the IGU was decided during the Regional Conference of th IGU at Brisbane in July 2006: Professor Ron Abler, Secretary General annd Treasurer of the IGU since 2000, handed over this task to Professor Woo-ik Yu, member of the IGU Executive Committee since 2004 and main organizer of the IGC of Seoul in the year 2000. Thus, the IGU has 
But now welcome to everyone in the mountain community who wants to become member of our commission! Please send me an e-mail so that I can include you into the list of members. Of course, membership should not be written only on a paper: Please feel motivated to conduct mountain research, to inform other members about it and to participate in the activities and meetings of the Commission! This is said especially to those who are member of national specialty groups on (high-)mountain research. 

Members of the Steering Committee 2004 – 2008 of our commission are:

Professor Dr. Jörg Stadelbauer (chair) (Germany)
University of Freiburg

Department of Cultural Geography 

D-79085 Freiburg

E-mail: joerg.stadelbauer@geographie.uni-freiburg.de
PD Dr. Jörg Löffler (Secretary) (Germany)
University of Bonn

Department of Geography

Meckenheimer Allee 166

D-53115 Bonn
E-mail: loeffler@giub.uni-bonn.de
Prof. Dr. Yuri Badenkov (Russia)
Institut Geografii Rossijskoy Akademii Nauk

Staromonetnyy pereulok, 29

Moskva

E-mail: yubaden@mail.ru
Prof. Dr. Monique Fort

UFR GHSS, Case 7001

Centre de Géographie Physique

Université Paris 7 – Denis Diderot

2 Place Jussieu

F-75 251 Paris Cedex 05
E-mail: fort@paris7.jussieu.fr
Prof. Donald A. Friend, Ph.D. (USA)

Department of Geography

Minnesota State University

Armstrong Hall 7

Mankato, MN 56001

E-mail: friend@mnsu.edu
Professor Dr. Hans Hurni (Switzerland)

Department of Geography

University of Berne

Hallerstrasse 12

CH-3012 Bern

E-mail: hurni@giub.unibe.ch
Professor Dr. Martin Price (UK)
Director, Centre for Mountain Studies

Perth College

UHI Millennium Institute

Crieff Road

Perth PH1 2NX, UK

Tel: +44 (0) 1738-877217

Fax: +44 (0) 1738-877018

URL : http://www.cms.uhi.ac.uk
E-mail: Martin.Price@groupwise.uhi.ac.uk
Prof. Fausto Sarmiento, Ph.D.

The University of Georgia

212-B GG Building

The University of Georgia, Athens, GA. 30606

Telephone: 706-542-1753

email: fsarmien@uga.edu
http://www.ggy.uga.edu/people/faculty/Sarmiento.htm
The Commission continues to register all interested scholars in an e-mailing list. Please, feel free to contact us if you wish to get our newsletter which is mainly based on informations from the internet. We also suggest to contact the Mountain Forum, unless you already did before.

Please also visit our website: http://www.geographie.uni-freiburg.de/ikg/igu-mountain/
There, you will find all Newsletters edited by the IGU Commission “Diversity of Mountain Systems” since 2000.
Sorry, there has been some confusion in counting the Newsletter … Therefore once again the correct enumeration 
2001: Newsletter #1, Dec.

2002: Newsletter #2, June, #3 Dec.

2003: Newsletter #4, March, #5 Nov.

2004: Newsletter #6, July, #7 Dec.

2005: Newsletter #8, July, #9 Sept., #10 Dec.
2006: Newsletter #11, June, #12, Dec.
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Main event forthcoming: The International Geographical Congress 2008, Tunis/Tunesia
If youintend to participate in the next International Geographical Congress 2008 in Tunesia, please send the following form to the organizing committee. You will find all information available at the moment on the official website:

The 31st IGC, Tunisie, 2008
For more information:
Brochure partie anglaise
Brochure_partie_française
Statement of Intention to Participate
FICHE D'INTENTION DE PARTICIPATION
http://www.agt.org.tn/
Tunisian Geographers Association
International Geographical UnionPRIVATE 


The 31st International Geographical Congress Tunis 2008


Statement of Intention to Participate
Name:

First name:

Institution:

Country:

Professional address:

Personal address:

E-mail:


I wish to inform the Organizing Committee of the 31st International Geographical Congress Tunis 2008 that I intend to participate in Congress activities under the following headings:

I. Scientific programme


Oral presentation



Poster presentation with commentary



Poster presentation without commentary

II. Excursions

I envisage participating in one or several excursions as follows: 


(Please indicate the number of your selected excursion-s-)


Excursions within Tunisia:…………………………………………………………………..



Excursions abroad     B1                                     B2

III. Publications: I envisage acquiring the special Congress publications




Yes  


No

IV. Social Programme

I also envisage participating in the social programme as follows:


Welcome dinner


Gala soirée


Au revoir buffet

V. Accomodation

I would like to stay at a hotel of the following category:


Unclassified
            *                **                 ***                 ****                   *****


3
Awards, extraordinary events

The King Albert I Memorial Foundation honoured seven mountain experts with golden awards. One of the Awards went to Germany's Werner Bätzing as a "leading expert on problems of the Alps as a whole". The same Award was also conferred to Swiss authors Ursula Bauer and Jürg Frischknecht for their hiking books, and to the Swiss-Vorarlberg mountaineer, author and expert in high-altitude medicine Oswald Oelz. Gold Medals were also awarded to Indian Himalaya explorer Harish Kapadia and to mountain guides Bernadette McDonald and Leslie Taylor of the Mountain Culture at the Banff Centre in Canada. 
The King Albert I Memorial Foundation is a foundation registered in Zurich/CH and was founded in 1993 by the former Director of the Tourist Office of St. Moritz, Walter Amstutz, in honour of King Albert I of Belgium (1875-1934), himself a keen and accomplished mountaineer. The Foundation honours accomplishments of lasting value achieved by individuals and institutions in fields linked to the mountain world. The King Albert Mountain Award is conferred every two years in the Engadine. 
Source: http://www.king-albert.ch 
4
Conferences, Workshops in the future...

A regular service on forthcoming conferences and workshops is provided by the Mountain Forum. Please contact the website: http://www.mtnforum.org/calendar/calendar.htm

4.1
International Conference on Sustainable Development in Conflict Environments: Challenges and Opportunities

Kathmandu, Nepal. 

16 - 18 January, 2007

Contact: incodice@ceci.org.np 

URL:

http://www.ceci.ca/eng/information/activities/2006_17aug_conf.htm
4.2
Working Group “High Mountains” in the German Society of Geography. Annual Meeting 

Marburg, Geographisches Institut
25-26 January 2007

Host: Prof. Dr. G. Miehe

4.3
Colonization versus invasion: do the same traits matter? 
Towards a joint perspective in research on range expansion of native and biological invasion of non-indigenous plants
Monte Verita, Ascona, Switzerland

25 February to 7 March 2007
The aim of this conference is to work at the interface of native-species range expansion and non-indigenous species invasion. We would like to bring together scientists from these different but closely linked ecological fields to kick-off an intensified research effort on possible climate warming effects on ecosystems and on mechanisms leading to biological invasion of non-indigenous species.

For more information go to: www.unizh.ch/uwinst/Ascona/
4.4
International Conference: Women of the Mountains 

Orem, Utah, USA.  

7 - 10 March 2007 
Deadline for abstract: 15 December 2006

Contact: AbdrisBa@uvsc.edu 

URL: http://www.womenofthemountains.org  

4.5
2007 International Symposium on Medicinal and Nutraceutical Plants 

Fort Valley, Georgia, USA.  

19 - 23 March 2007 

Contact: josheen@fvsu.edu 

URL: http://www.ag.fvsu.edu/Conferences/ishsmanp/ismnp.htm 

4.6
Fifth Climate Prediction Science Workshop (CPASW), 

Seattle, USA

20-23 March 2007
CALL FOR PAPERS

Deadline for abstract submission: 12 January 2007. For more information go to 

http://www.cses.washington.edu/cig/outreach/workshopfiles/cpasw07/ or contact Diana Perfect diana.perfect@noaa.gov
4.7
International Mountain Logging and 13th Pacific Northwest Skyline Symposium  
Corvallis, Oregon, USA.  
1 - 6 April, 2007 

Contact: heather.rangner@oregonstate.edu 

URL: http://www.cof.orst.edu/cof/fe/skyline2007/ 

4.8
European Geosciences Union (EGU) General Assembly, 15 - 20 April 2007, Vienna, Austria
Mountain related sessions:

CR90 on “Mountain Hydrology and Climatology: present state and future scenarios (co-listed in HS) ”(convened by Carmen de Jong (University of Savoie), Mohamed Naaim (CEMAGREF, Grenoble and Martin Beniston (University of Geneva)). 

GM16 on "Cold regions geomorphology: linking high- and mid-latitudes (co-listed in CL & CR)"focussing on studies in cold mountain areas in mid- and high-latitudes (convened by Regula Frauenfelder /UiO, Isabelle Roer/WSL and Ole Humlum/UiO). 

There will be a session on "Tree-Ring Reconstructions in Natural Hazards Research" (convened by Markus Stoffel & Michelle Bollschweiler, Université de Fribourg). The Call-for-Papers programme is now open and we invite you to submit your abstracts to the session NH10.02 "Tree-Ring Reconstructions in Natural Hazards Research" (deadline 15 January 2007). Conference website: http://meetings.copernicus.org/egu2007
4.9
Western Snow Conference 2007 

Kona, Hawaii

16-19 April 2007
Deadline for abstracts 15 January 2007

Conference website: http://www.westernsnowconference.org/
4.10
ForumAlpinum

From April 18 to 21, 2007, the ForumAlpinum 2007 will take place in Engelberg (Switzerland), focusing on "Landscape development in mountain regions". The organising International Scientific Committee Alpine Research (ISCAR) would like to announce to you the programme of this international conference:
http://www.forumalpinum.org/
The programme is available in German, French, Italian, Slovenian and English. Some programme elements (additional workshops, projects fairs) will be added later.
From now on the access to the online-inscription is open.

Please fill out your form completely. If you have questions, do not hesitate to contact us 
Heinz Veit, ISCAR President
Thomas Scheurer, ISCAR Managing director 

4.11
AAG 2007 Annual Meeting

Past President´s Address: "Land, Life, and Environmental Change in Mountains"

Richard Marston´s Past President´s Address at the 2007 AAG Annual Meeting in San Francisco will explore one of the greatest challenges facing mountain scientists: the need to separate environmental change due to human activities from change that would have occurred without human interference. Linking cause-and-effect is especially difficult in mountain regions where physical processes can operate at ferocious rates and ecosystems are sensitive to rapid degradation by climate change, resource development, and land use/land cover change. Pressure is increasing for resource development in mountains, home to 600 million people and the source of water for half of the world´s population. In addition, highland inhabitants are more vulnerable to natural hazards and political-economic marginalization than populations elsewhere.

This presentation will highlight special insights that geographers offer to understanding human impacts on mountain landscape stability. First, modern techniques of measuring rates of geomorphic change help place the human factor in perspective and explain spatial variability of natural hazards. Second, scientists and policy-makers have come to realize that most problems require training, experience, and expertise in understanding both physical and human systems. The propensity for collaboration within our discipline and with practitioners from other disciplines serves geographers well for understanding the human impact in mountains. Third, the mixed methods and theories we employ-quantitative and qualitative, positivist science and critical theory, muddy boots field work linked with GIScience-together position  geographers to resolve the debate over human triggered physical landscape change in mountains and explain the frequent disconnect between the findings of mountain science, policy making, and resource management.

Marston´s address will illustrate the complex feedbacks between biophysical and human phenomena from the growing international community of mountain scientists, in which geographers play an influential role,  plus his own work in the Himalaya-Karakoram, the French Alps, the Rocky  Mountains, and the coastal ranges of Oregon and southeast Alaska.  Studies of slope stability, floods, and river incision in the Himalaya of central Nepal and the Garhwal Himalaya of India demonstrate the need to avoid potential pitfalls if we are to separate human impacts from background variability. We must recognize the place-dependency of  processes, take care before extrapolating cause-effect relations from one place to another, and recognize the contrasting sensitivity of landscapes to disturbance. Mountain landscapes can respond to outside induced disturbances-human or natural-in opposite ways at different times and places. Mountains function differently as a whole than would have been understood by adding up the individual effects of multiple physical and human variables. The International Year of Mountains (IYM) in 2002 spawned a variety of efforts to raise the awareness of the values of mountain regions and build on the IYM motto, "We are all mountain people."

Marston will deliver his Past Presidential Address on April 19, 2007,  immediately following the AAG Banquet. The address is open and free to all meeting attendees.

4.12
IGU Commission on Biogeography and Biodiversity: Seminar on Biogeography and Biodiversity 

Srinagar, India.  

3 - 4 May, 2007

Deadline for abstract: 31 January 2007

Contact: daliyon2002@yahoo.com 

Papers are invited for presentation in the seminar. One-page abstracts in A4 size should be sent in advance up to January, 31st, 2007. The full paper for the conference booklet should be typed with double space in Times Roman (12 Font Size) and contain the title of the paper, name of the author(s), affiliation, text, and references not exceeding 2000 words in MS Word format. The manuscript should be sent to the convener as e-mail attachment latest by April, 15th, 2007 (e-mail address: daliyon2002@yahoo.com).

Poster presentations should be indicated in the registration form. The size of the poster should not exceed A0.

Registration:

1. Participants from foreign countries:
$ 150,- 

2. Participants from technical institutions and NGOs
Rs. 1500,-

3. Research and PG students, other participants
Rs.   600,-

Participants are urged to arrange their own resources for their travel. However, limited funds are likely to be available for travel assistance to the resource persons and needy young researchers.

Field Trip:

Registration fee for the field trip is 500,- $ for foreign delegates including transportation, meals, accommodation and technical materials.

Programme:

May 5th, 2007:

Visit to Joshimath and Auli passing through Alaknanda Valley and holy Karanprayag and Rudraprayag towns; stay at Joshimath

May 6th, 2007:

Visit to Nanda Devi Biosphere Reserve (NDBR) and indigenous people of Raini village (Rishi Ganga valley), where the famous Chipko movement for protection and conservation of Himalayan environment originated

May 7th, 2007:

Visit to Badrinath holy shrine, way to Valley of Flowers, and visit to Mana village, the last border village of India; stay at Badrinath

May 8th, 2007:

Visit to Okhimath and surroundings in Mandakini valley; stay at Okhimath

May 9th, 2007:

Okhimath to Haridwar taking Shatabdi train for Delhi

Further Information:

Dr. Mohan Singh Panwar

Convener of the Seminar

Department of Geography

HNB Garhwal University, Srinagar

Garhwal – 246174

or

Secretary, Daliyon ka Dagriya (The Friends of the Trees)

P.O. Box – 44, Srinagar (Garhwal)

Uttaranchal (INDIA) – 246174

Contact on: 01346-257053, 252612 (R)


+91 9412079068, 9412922575


E-mail: daliyon2002@yahoo.com
4.13
29th International Conference on Alpine Meteorology 

Chambéry, France. 

4 - 8 June, 2007

Contact: icam2007@cnrm.meteo.fr 

URL:

http://www.cnrm.meteo.fr/ICAM2007/index.php?page=first_circular.html
4.14
ESEE 2007: Integrating Natural and Social Sciences for Sustainability 

Leipzig, Germany.  

5 - 8 June, 2007

Contact: esee2007@fu-confirm.de 

URL: http://

 HYPERLINK "http://www.esee-leipzig2007.org" www.esee-leipzig2007.org  

4.15
Workshop: Glaciers in watershed and global hydrology  

Obergurgl, Austria.  

27-30 August, 2007

Contact: regine.hock@natgeo.su.se 

URL: http://www.ees.su.se/obergurgl2007 

4.16 
Natural disturbances and natural hazards in Mountain Forests 

Challenges and opportunities for silviculture

Trento, Italy

18 - 21 September 2007, 

We hope to bring together scientists and managers interested in mountain forests from throughout the world to share their views, insights, and novel approaches. The organising committee is looking forward to your valuable contribution to this conference. So, take your diary and block these dates! The deadline for early registration is January 31, 2007. 

More information, including a preliminary conference programme, can be found on the conference homepage http://www.sisef.it/sisef/iufro.php
4.17
International Symposium on Mitigative Measures Against Snow Avalanches  

Egilsstadir, Iceland. 

12 - 15 November, 2007

Contact: vfi@vfi.is 

URL: http://www.igsoc.org/symposia/VFI2007_1stCirc.pdf
5
Conferences, Workshops, Meetings, Events in the past

5.1.
International Mountain Day 2006:

"Managing Mountain Biodiversity for Better Lives."

The UN General Assembly declared 11 December from 2003 onwards as ‘International Mountain Day’, and designated FAO as the lead agency to coordinate worldwide observance. This special UN Day serves to highlight the global importance of mountain ecosystems and to promote ongoing attention to the unique needs of mountain communities. In particular, International Mountain Day presents an excellent opportunity to create awareness of mountains, their diverse people and their natural resources and the challenge they face in attaining sustainable development, for a wide audience – the public, governments, intergovernmental organizations, NGOs, UN agencies, the private sector and the media. 

"Managing Mountain Biodiversity for Better Lives" is the theme of UN International Mountain Day 2006 – an opportunity for us all to raise awareness about the need to manage mountain biodiversity in a sustainable manner, to highlight promising models and to build partnerships at all levels to promote biodiversity management that will reduce poverty, improve livelihoods, and protect mountain environments for us all. FAO is currently working with partners to develop communication products on this theme for use at the country level.  

For further information on International Mountain Day 2006, contact: alemneh.dejene@fao.org.

5.2
MTNCLIM 2006: WEBCAST now online
The MTNCLIM research conferences are sponsored by the Consortium for Integrated Climate Research on Western Mountains (CIRMOUNT: http://www.fs.fed.us/psw/cirmount/), and are dedicated to mountain climate sciences and effects of climate variability on ecosystems, natural resources, and conservation in western North American mountains.

MRI is happy to announce that the archived webcast is now at your disposition at: http://mri.scnatweb.ch/content/view/141/73/. You will notice that not all of the webcasts are perfect. Still, like a fractal image, nearly all of the information conveyed at MTNCLIM 2006 is conserved through these archives. We encourage you to review them and to send us your comments.

Mountains under Change: WEBCAST now online (parallel session no. 43 at the ESSP OSC in Beijing, Nov. 2006)

The webcast is now at your disposition at: http://mri.scnatweb.ch/content/view/90/43/
Please pass this message on to colleagues who might be interested in the talks!

6
Nature Protection, National Parks, Biosphere Reserves, Mountain Heritage 

7
Organisations

MSc in Managing Sustainable Mountain Development
Since 2004, the UHI Millennium Institute (soon to become the University of Highlands and Islands) in Scotland has run an on-line MSc in Managing Sustainable Mountain Development. 

This is a unique course which allows people to obtain a Masters degree part-time from their own home (or maybe workplace). Students take one or two modules each semester; they learn from special materials on a password-protected website, which also includes discussion lists which they use to interact, and, for some modules, lectures are provided on CD. Students also have full access to the very wide range of electronic library resources, including thousands of on-line journals, to which the UHI subscribes. All assessment is by written assignments, projects, etc. There are no examinations.

There are four core modules: 1) Environmental and social issues in mountain areas; 2) Sustainable development; 3) Policy frameworks and analysis; 4) Developing communities. These modules are taken first and, once they have been successfully completed, a student is eligible for a postgraduate certificate. Alternatively, s/he may continue, taking four optional modules from the following: biodiversity management; developing potential through placement; developing research capability; environmental impact assessment; geographical information systems; the Information Society and rural development; sustainable tourism and interpretation; and water management.

At the end, students can either graduate with a postgraduate diploma or write a 10-12,000 word dissertation which leads to the award of the MSc.Individual modules can also be taken for continuing professional development (CPD). Whether students are taking individual modules or the whole course, the usual minimum qualification is an honours degree. Students for whom English is not a first language also have to prove their proficiency in English using a standard test.

For the first three years, the MSc has only been approved for delivery to students resident in the UK. At the end of February 2007, the MSc will be reviewed, and part of this will include consideration of whether it can be delivered across the rest of Europe from September 2007. The fees would be the same for all EU citizens: about 400 Euros per module, or about 5000 Euros for the whole MSc.
The Centre for Mountain Studies (CMS), a Mountain Partnership member, was established at Perth College in August 2000, with the objective of creating a centre of excellence for work in mountain areas within the emerging University of the Highlands and Islands (currently UHI Millennium Institute). To find out more, visit the Website: http://www.cms.uhi.ac.uk/index.htm. 

8 
Scientific networks and research projects

8.1
Global Change Research in European Mountains
(Mountain Research Initiative Project)

GCRN_EM: MRI is focused on the creation and development of a Global Change Research Network in European Mountains (GCRN_EM). This network will constitute of people and places, i. e. global change scientists and managers and sites where parts of the GLOCHAMORE Research Strategy are implemented (see http://mri.scnatweb.ch/content/view/74/30/for a pdf of the Strategy). Contact: Dr. Astrid Björnsen Gurung bjoernsen@env.ethz.ch
FP7: The Framework Programmes (FPs) have been the main financial tools through which the European Union supports research and development activities covering almost all scientific disciplines. MRI has been active in the lobbying for the inclusion of mountain topics in the Environment Chapter (including climate change). For information on FP7 go to: http://ec.europa.eu/research/future/index_en.cfm
Researchers in Switzerland please note that EURESEARCH has scheduled briefings on the Environment Chapter in different parts of Switzerland (see http://www.euresearch.ch/index.php?id=13). MRI has tentatively scheduled a special meeting in conjunction with the EURESEARCH briefing to be held in Bern on 4 December to discuss the specifics of originating and participating in a LIP (Large Integrated Project) addressing climate change impacts in vulnerable mountain regions. Contact: Dr. Astrid Björnsen Gurung bjoernsen@env.ethz.ch
The 7th Framework Programme (FP7) of the EU has a specific chapter on climate change in mountain regions. 

Go to http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/spe_programmes.htm to read the full environment chapter (mountains=chapter 6, p 32).MRI is working on identifying and connecting those reasearchers planning on responding to the FP7 call with research on climate change in mountain regions. Please contact Dr. Astrid Björnsen Gurung (astrid.bjoernsen@ env.ethz.ch) if you want to participate in the network for research on Global Change in European Mountains.

Please note that FP7 explicitely encourages international participation!
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Geneva, December 11th 2006

Dear Sir /Madam

Sustainable mountain development necessitates the full and equal participation of women. This was one of the recommendations of the International Year of the Mountains 2002. In order to reach this goal, women have formed or joined mountain women’s groups, organisations or networks throughout the world. Five years later we have the opportunity to look back at what has been achieved since 2002 concerning the participation of women’s groups, organisations and networks in the mountain agenda. 

The University of Geneva, Department of Geography has taken the initiative to collect the experiences of women’s groups, organisations and networks in participating in sustainable mountain development. It aims at realizing a publication on that important subject to be presented at one of the next international events of the mountain agenda 2007. I am the coordinator of this survey and I am also a leader of a small mountain women’s network named the ‘farm women’s network’. I am committed to document the experiences of mountain women’s networks in participating in the mountain policy agenda. Therefore I am writing this letter to you.

With this letter I kindly ask you to put the questionnaire attached to this letter on your web site or to send it by e-mail to the members of your association. 

We hope to get the replies by January 15th and to process the data immediately afterwards. 

Please write to us if you have any questions on our survey. Do also let us know if you are interested in receiving a summary of the findings.

Dr. Corinne Wacker

Research Co-ordinator

Project “Mountain Womens’ Networks”

Department of Geography

UNIMAIL

Boulevard du Pont d'Arve 40

CH 1211 GENEVE 4

Tel : + 41 (0) 22 379 83 40

Fax : + 41 (0) 22 379 83 53  

Corinne.Wacker@geo.unige.ch

Mountain Women’s Groups, 

Organisations or Networks 

Questionnaire

To all Mountain Women’s Groups, Organisations or Networks 

Involved in Sustainable Mountain Development

Questionnaire adressé aux groupes, organisations et réseaux de femmes en montages

Questionario para organizaciones y redes de mujeres en montanas

Fragebogen an Frauengruppen, -organisationen und -netzwerke in den Bergen

Please take 30 minutes to help us complete this important survey on mountain women’s network’s world wide! 

In the International Year of the Mountains, 2002, several international and regional events have highlighted the important role of women in sustainable mountain development and several mountain women’s networks and groups have been formed or have joined the mountain agenda. 

My name is Corinne Wacker, I am a social anthropologist and member of a small bottom up women’s network with members in Ladakh (Indian Himalaya) and Switzerland (Alps), called the “farm women’s network” existing since 1996. I carry out the investigation on mountain women networks for the Institute of Geography, Geneva University, Professor Debarbieux. The aim of this investigation is to write an article and to compile an inventory on mountain women’s groups, organisations and networks for spring next year. 

I kindly ask you to assist me in this important research work by answering the following questionnaire. It will take you some 30 minutes. Your experiences matter. The confidential treatment of your reply is guaranteed. If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact me under Corinne.Wacker@geo.unige.ch
The deadline we have set for the survey is January 15th, 2006. Please send us your reply before that date. Thank you! 

Before sending the questionnaire, make sure that you have saved your information. 

The Questionnaire on Mountain Women’s Groups, Organisations and Networks

Question 1. 

1.a. What is the name of your mountain women’s group/network/organisation?

(Indicate the full name or your network or organisation).

     


1.b. Are you a women’s group, a women’s organisation or a women’s network?

     
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Question 2. Since when do you exist?

(Indicate the year, when your group/organisation/network has been founded. NR = no reply).

     
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Question 3. In what language do you communicate and work?

a) The working languages are:      
b) The mother tongue of the members is:      
c) Other languages mastered in your organisation:      
(NR = no reply)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Question 4. For what reasons are mountains a specific concern of your group/ organisation/network?

(Indicate the name of the mountain range in which you are active as network and describe what makes this mountain(s) to be so important to your organisation to get involved in activities related to it).

     
     
     
     
     
     
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Question 5. Did you create a mountain women’s group/organisation/network around an event organised in the context of the international Rio 1992 UNCED mountain policy agenda?

(Tick the convenient answer).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No, our women’s group/organisation/network existed before the Rio 1992 UNCED mountain policy agenda started.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes, our women’s group/organisation/network was created because of the mountain policy agenda.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes, our women’s group/organisation/network was created at a mountain policy event.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Question 6. What are the main aims of your women’s group/organisation/ network?

(Indicate the main aims of your organisation in a few lines).

     
     
Thank you for sending us also an address of your Internet home page or a copy of your publications and articles about you at our address in Geneva! (Our address is indicated on the last page at the bottom). 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Question 7. Among the different goals listed below, which ones are very important, important or less important for your mountain women’s group/organisation/ network?

(Qualify the answers below by choosing one answer per line or leave blank for ‘no reply’).

	Goals by order of importance to your mountain women’s group/organisation/network
	Very important
	Important
	Less important
	No importance

	Sustainable mountain development in general
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	The implementation of the mountain agenda through women’s groups/ networks/ organisations
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Forming a pressure group for the mountain agenda
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Engendering the mountain policy agenda
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Creating friendships among mountain women 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Exchange experiences and information among mountain networks and organisations
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	To make known your group/

network/organisation
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Women’s poverty alleviation
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Women’s rights as human rights (violence, trafficking women, land rights).
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Women’s leadership
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Promoting women’s role as farmers
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Promoting women’s (traditional) knowledge on farming
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Educating women on sustainable development
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Promoting women’s leadership among Indigenous Peoples
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Others, which:      
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Question 8. Who are your members?

(Tick the categories which are correct for your group/organisation/network)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Individual women

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Individual men and women

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other mountain women’s networks

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other mountain networks and organisations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other women’s networks and organisations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other women’s environmental organisations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other networks and groups at local level

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other organisations at national level

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other organisations at the regional level of the mountain in which you are active

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other organisations at international level

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Question 9: At what level does your women’s group/network/organisation operate?

(Qualify the answers below by choosing one answer per line or leave blank for ‘no reply’).

	Level of activities of your group/network/organisation
	Main level
	Other level
	No activities at that level

	Local level
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Regional level 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	The mountain range 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	National level
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Trans-border cooperation
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	International level
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Global level
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Question 10. What are the main activities of your group/network/organisation?

(Qualify the answers below by choosing one answer per line or leave blank for ‘no reply’).

	Activities of your group/network/ organisation
	Main activity
	Other activity
	Not relevant for us

	Women’s empowerment
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Development work
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Research
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Training
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Banking and financing
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Business and tourism promotion
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Peace activities
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Human Rights activities
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Mountain policy
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Gender mainstreaming
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Other, which:     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Other, which:     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Question 11: Your Participation in international and regional mountain policy events

(Indicate the name of the three most important mountain events in which your organisation participated and the year when it took place. Indicate also whether you received sponsoring to attend this event, and if yes, by whom).

Event // year // sponsoring received by whom?

1)      
2)      
3)      
NR = no reply. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Question 12: What are the main benefits you have received from joining the international mountain agenda as women’s group/network/organisation?

(Tick the appropriate answers).

  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Financial

  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Technical (new skills)

  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Scientific

  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Political

  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Others what?      
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Question 13. What are the main difficulties you have experienced by joining the sustainable mountain development agenda?

(Describe in a few lines). 

     
     
     
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Question 14. What should be improved in the international mountain policy activities so that women can fully participate and benefit from it?

(Describe in a few lines). 

     
     
     
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Question 15. What are the main future plans of your women’s group/ organisation/ network (for the next five years 2007 – 2012)?

(Describe in a few lines the main plans and projects you would like to realise in the next 5 years including material improvements on the ground, political improvements and research and publication projects).

     
     
     
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Question 16. What is your position in your group/ organisation/network?

(Tick the adequate category)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Elected leader

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ordinary member

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Co-opted member

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Employed

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Question 17. Are you also member of other groups, networks and organisations, which ones?

(Tick the adequate categories).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other environmental groups/organisations/networks

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other mountain groups/organisations/networks

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other women’s groups/organisations/networks

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other political groups/organisations/networks

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Question 18. Who are you? 

Age:      
Sex:      
Marital status:      
Number of Children:      
Educational level reached:      
Profession:       

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Question 19. What should we also know about your group/organisation/network and about the role of women’s groups, networks or organisations in sustainable mountain development which we have not asked?

(Help us improving our knowledge by indicating things which are important and yet have not been asked for in this questionnaire).

     
     
     
     
     
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Question 20. How did you get this questionnaire?

(Chose and tick the adequate answer).

 FORMCHECKBOX 

By e-mail

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Through a web address

If from the web, from which web address? 

(Indicate the web address on which you have found this questionnaire). 

     
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Have you saved your information? Please save before sending the questionnaire back.

Thank you very much!

We appreciate your help in gaining knowledge on this important issue. 

We guarantee a skilled and careful processing of your information.

What would you like to know about the research outcome and about us?

(Tick the adequate categories to indicate YES).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Would you like to get a summary report of our findings? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Would you like to get the full report in English? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Would you like to know more about us? 

If yes, indicate your name and the address where we can send you the information.

Name of your network and abbreviation:      
Address, place and country:      
E-mail:      
Home Page:      
To reach us, the best way is to send an e-mail. You can also send us publications from your organisation or papers about your organisation at the following address: 

Dr. Corinne Wacker

Université de Genève

Département de géographie

Uni Mail. 40, Bd du Pont-d’Arve

CH – 1211 Genève

E-mail : Corinne.Wacker@geo.unige.ch
http://www.geo.unige.ch/Recherche/Montagne
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Kreutzmann, H. (ed.) (2006): Karakoram in Transition: Culture, Development and Ecology in the Hunza Valley. Oxford Univ. press, 500 pp.
In the age of globalization the interconnectedness of world regions is perceived to a much higher degree than ever before. The remoteness of mountain areas has been converted into a view of mountains as a resource centre from where life-spending water originates, as an abode of pristine cultures, herbs, and niches. Pakistan incorporates some of the highest mountain regions, and the Karakorams have been one of the least known for many centuries. Here we find some of the steepest slopes, mass mobilization, earthquakes and the water towers of humankind. At the same time these areas are of geopolitical interest in boundary making and control. Trade routes of the caravan age have been transformed into motorable roads such as the Karakoram Highway. The impact of these changes are addressed in this book in which for the first time eminent scholars from various disciplines cooperate in an international effort to combine state of the art research results about the Hunza Valley. The academic interest in different aspects from culture, ecology, economy and development has been the starting point for presenting the Hunza Valley as an example of high mountain research from which new insights into sustainable mountain development can be derived. Therefore the focus on a specific valley opens methodological and conceptual venues based on sound empirical data from fieldwork experiences. The Hunza Valley can be considered as an arena of research and development for half a century. With this book the most recent insights are presented in a holistic effort.
Pauli, H., Gottfried, M., Reiter, K., Klettner, C. & Grabherr, G. (2006): Signals of range expansions and contractions of vascular plants in the high Alps: Observations (1994- 2004) at the GLORIA master site Schrankogel, Tyrol, Austria. Global Change Biology doi: 10.1111/j.1365-2486.2006.01282.x.

Abstract

High mountain ecosystems are defined by low temperatures and are therefore considered to react sensitively to climate warming. Responding to observed changes in plant species richness on high peaks of the European Alps, an extensive setup of 1 m × 1 m permanent plots was established at the alpine-nival ecotone (between 2900 and 3450 m) on Mount Schrankogel, a GLORIA master site in the central Tyrolean Alps, Austria, in 1994. Recording was repeated in a representative selection of 362 quadrats in 2004. Ten years after the first recording, we observed an average change in vascular plant species richness from 11.4 to 12.7 species per plot, an increase of 11.8% (or of at least 10.6% at a 95% confidence level). The increase in species richness involved 23 species (about 43% of all taxa found at the ecotone), comprising both alpine and nival species and was pronouncedly higher in plots with subnival/nival vegetation than in plots with alpine grassland vegetation. Only three species showed a decrease in plot occupancy: one was an annual species, one was rare, and one a common nival plant that decreased in one part of the area but increased in the uppermost part. Species cover changed in relation to altitudinal preferences of species, showing significant declines of all subnival to nival plants, whereas alpine pioneer species increased in cover. Recent climate warming in the Alps, which has been twice as high as the global average, is considered to be the primary driver of the observed differential changes in species cover. Our results indicate an ongoing range contraction of subnival to nival species at their rear (i.e. lower) edge and a concurrent expansion of alpine pioneer species at their leading edge. Although this was expected from predictive distribution models and different temperature-related habitat preferences of alpine and nival species, we provide first evidence on – most likely – warming-induced species declines in the high European Alps. The projected acceleration of climate warming raises concerns that this phenomenon could become the major threat to biodiversity in high mountains.

***

Print version of the GLOCHAMORE research strategy is now available:
The GLOCHAMORE (Global Change and Mountain Regions) Research Strategy is the product of a 2-years' negotiation between global change scientists and managers of UNESCO-MAB Mountain Biosphere Reserves. The printed Research Strategy was finalized in August 2006 and is now at the disposition of researchers and managers.

The strategy can be ordered at the MRI (The Mountain Research Initiative) office (mri@snat.ch).

The long awaited book from the Society for Conservation Biology Asia Section, entitled “Conservation Biology in Asia” is out for readers. This 461 page book has 29 peer-reviewed papers with subject index, country index, and author index. The editorial team includes Jeff McNeely, Tom McCarthy, Andrew Smith, Linda Whittaker and Eric Wikramnayake. The first paper is coauthored by Chandra Gurung, Tirtha Maskey, Narayan Poudel, Yeshi Lama and others.  We are dedicating this book to those 24 leading conservationists who lost their lives in the line of duty in a helicopter crash on September 22, 2006 in eastern Nepal – Himalaya.

 IGOS Cryosphere Report ready for review:The Integrated Global Observing Strategy (IGOS) Partnership, a consortium of major observing systems and environmental programs, is reviewing how well user requirements are met and how they could be improved through better integration and optimization of remote sensing and in-situ systems. IGOS is asking for your help in shaping the future observing system for the cryosphere. Over the past two and a half years, Cryosphere Theme workshops were held in Canada, Japan, and the Netherlands.  The final report is meant to represent a consensus of the entire cryospheric community. THEREFORE, WE ARE ASKING YOU TO REVIEW THE REPORT, particularly those parts that are most relevant to your work, and to provide comments on its substance. The report and the instructions for commenting are available at the Cryosphere Theme development web site:http://igos-cryosphere.org
Deadline for comments: 15 January 2007

Western Mountain Initiative: Program Report 2006

The Western Mountain Initiative is a Network of Mountain Protected Areas for Global Change Research. 

Click http://www.mri.scnatweb.ch/dmdocuments/2006WMIreport_1.pdf to download the document.

***
Two more visualizations on 'Inventory of Potential Dangerous Glacial Lakes in the Hindu-Kush Himalayan (HKH) Region' (http://www.icimod-gis.net/google/HKH_GLOF.kmz) and 'Transboundary Air Pollution' (http://www.icimod-gis.net/google/AirPollution311006_3.kmz) have been added to the Spatial Visualization of the Portal.

A system designed to provide an efficient, user-friendly, and interactive method for visualizing the general spatial features of selected indicators from the India census 2001, and the trends in indicators over three census years (1981 - 2001) of Himachal Pradesh, India, is available in the portal and can be viewed at: http://menris.icimod.net/quicklink/Census%20Mapping/hpindicator/HPCensus.exe
OR http://tinyurl.com/ykavc6
Similarly, 23 new satellite images of Myanmar and new posters have been added to MENRIS GeoNetwork.  

Thanks to the Mountain Forum for providing us with so many fruitful information on mountain activites all over the world! 

***

Please send your informations for further issues of this Newsletter and any comment to: joerg.stadelbauer@geographie.uni-freiburg.de
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